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COPPER   0KES, PROPERTIES, ETC,

Historical, Copper was the host known and the most abun-
dant of the metals before the age of iron, Records show that

it \va^ iiiann fuel tired ami used in the remotest times, Numer-
ous specimens of copper utensils and ornaments have been pre-
served* many of which are known to be thousands of years old,
Ancient tools were made of copper, it being1 hardened by the
presence of some impurity* probably oxygen. It was also em-
ployed by tiie ancients in alloys of brass and bronze. Perhaps the
chief use of copper was in this capacity until electricity became
known*

Native Copper occurs in many localities in small quantities,
usually associated with other copper ores, The Famous Lake
Superior deposit, which is worked chiefly in Michigan, is the
only one of metallurgical significance. It was the chief source
of copper in this country until the Western mines became so
productive*, The lake ore is disseminated through silieious rock
from which it k separated by stamping. (>ften large masses of
tough metal an* encountered* making the mining difficult,

Chftleopyrito (C'ultS, Ke^S.,) is a widely distributed and very
important ore* of copper, It commonly occurs in silieious and
other cryMailinc rocks* and in rarely ever pure. The ratio of
the iron to the copper is quite variable, Lead* aine, nickel and
the precious metufc are sometimes associated with ehaleopyrite.
The copper dqtmitH of the New England and Middle Atlantic
States consist largely of ehaleopyrtte as do those of the Rocky
and Sierra Nevada Mountains,

Chftlcooite UVrS), otherwise known as copper glance, is an ex-
ceedingly rich on* when pure, though it is usually mixed with
other sulphides, It in commonly met with in the Montana
mines, and it i* now regarded as the most abundant ore of cop-
per, tliiilmdtr in the original ore from which the others are
derived,